
WINTER ’21/’22 REVIEW…
Shortly after our annual get-together we were into the 
winter quarter, although Before we knew it another 
couple of events were upon us. Sunday 12th 
December was our Christmas ‘Santa Hat’ ride with 
Christmas drinks in the pub later that evening.  The 
Santa hat ride was a great success judging by the 
numbers of waves, smiles and shouts we received, 
quite possibly due to James Bellingham’s epic effort 
on the hat front (see photos on the next page). We 
chose to switch location for our Christmas drinks this 
year, which understandably due to the Omicron 
situation was a fairly quiet and low-key affair, but thank 
you to all those who did join us and thanks to Frank L 
for arranging.  Speaking of Omicron, with everyone 
determined to be careful in the run up to Christmas we 
opted to cancel the club ride on the 19th December, in 
addition to the ones that fell on Boxing Day and the 
day after New Years day.  In addition to that we have 
requested, for the time being, that everyone does a 
lateral flow test before joining the club ride.  A final 
highlight of the winter season was another visit to the 
Lee Valley Velodrome to ride the boards.  A smaller 
contingent than usual made the journey over to the 
Olympic Park for a fantastic 2 hour track session.  As 
there were fewer than usual we had plenty of track 
time and the coach even chucked in a race or two into 
the mix, one with intermediate sprints, to really finish 
us off! Thanks to Chris D for arranging these sessions.
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COMING UP..…

Weds 18th May - Weds 17th August

Saturday 18th June 
(reserve date 25th June)

Our mid-week Summer 
Series returns!  
We meet at 19:15.  
Differing paces and 
styles of ride available. 
More details in the 
Club Handbook.  Lights 
essential.

Save The Date(s)

One of our key annual 
events is a ride down 
to the sea and back!  
PLEASE NOTE THE 
CHANGE OF DATE. 
See the Club 
Handbook for an 
overview of the day.

RIDE TIMES BACK TO 08:45…
As of Sunday 6/3/22 ride times revert back to 08:45 
meet up in the rear car park. 
Please don’t be late as there might be a need to 
rejig groups and it is important you don’t miss 
the roll-out briefings.  
Having said that there are usually a few of us who 
meet prior to that in the café, so why not join us! 
Wheel your bikes around the back or onto the 
balcony and enter via the rear doors.

WALES WEEKEND
Friday 8th - Sunday 10th July

We will need to firm up 
numbers for this pretty 
soon! 
SO, if you’ve not 
already thrown your 
hat into the ring, check 
your diaries and give it 
some serious 
consideration .
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I was nearly sent home when the teachers discovered 
I was the knife's owner.

I completed the five day tour but didn't get to wear 
the yellow T-shirt the teachers decided to award on 
day five. That went to the big bully Stephen Reynolds. 
Last time I saw him he was on Central TV news 
waving and laughing inside a prison wagon coming 
out of Oxford Crown Court. He was the first person 
prosecuted under Michael Howard's new Driving 
Offences laws aimed at cracking down on joyriding.
Anyway,  I loved that bike and it gave me my first 
opportunities to enjoy some freedom and adventure 
as a wild teenager. I have no idea where it went once I 
graduated to a bigger bike when I turned 16 but 
would love to ride it once again.

colin thorne - Raleigh quasar 12

This was the bike that I had my first 
ever bike-packing adventure with. My 
school decided that the last week of 
summer term was a waste of time as 
far as regular lessons were 
concerned. So an 'activities week' 
was inserted into the curriculum. I 
remember all the rich kids went to 
Bude to go wind-surfing. I took the 
five day ride around the Cotswolds 
option. We stayed in Youth Hostels 
each night. I cannot imagine the

On the first night of the trip in Stow-On-The-Wold I 
spent nearly all my week's allowance on buying a flick 
knife in a gunsmiths, as 13 year old boys could back 
then. Another lad had all his loose change thrown out 
of the top floor window of the youth hostel into Stow's 
marketplace below. My knife got stolen and was 
central to some bother with three psychotic village 
skinheads on day four. 

stress we caused out teachers who had the job of 
taking care of fifteen unruly kids on bikes of 
varying decrepitude. If you can imagine The 
Inbetweeners on bikes you'll be close to the 
mayhem we caused.

Raleigh quasar 12

My 12th birthday present from my parents  in 1985 
was this Raleigh Quasar. My first real racing bike. 
Made from Reynolds 501 steel it had some very 
futuristic - for the time - aero styling. Check out that 
aero water bottle! And concealed brake cables must 
have been a radical design at the time as well. 
Needless to say this bike caused all sorts of envy 
among my friends and they took great delight in trying 
to climb and sprint faster than me. My first crashes 
came via this bike too. Sprinting for a village sign and 
being elbowed into some gravel before plunging into a 
big patch of nettles remains on my mind to this day!
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